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stagnant at an inferior economic level, she must develop
her industries, not by neglecting agriculture, but in order
to aid and supplement it.
Finally, another important aspect of his work of which
notice must be taken is that relating to Politics. He held
views from early in his career about the benefits of repre-
sentative institutions and the need to introduce such institu-
tions, gradually and with due safeguards, in India. He did
not, however, natuially take any active part in politics, until
he retired from service. After his retirement, he was free to
do so. and he did enter politics. As has been noticed he
worked for the Indian National Congress, and became its
President in 1899. His politics, however, was of the
moderate variety as it was termed at the time. Even in
the last decade of the nineteenth century when he entered
politics, "extremism" as it was then called was gaining
ground. The break between the "Moderates" and the "Ex-
tremists" of the National Congress came at the Surat session
in 1906, during the life-time of Romesh Dutt. He, however,
remained a Moderate till the end of his days.
The difference between the Moderates and the Extremists
lay not so much in their ultimate objective, as in the
methods to be employed in attaining the objective and the
pace of progress towards the* objective. As has been noticed,
Romesh Dutt clearly envisaged that India should attain the
same position as the White Colonies of Britain, that is,
Canada, Australia or New Zealand. Though he did not use
the term, this was ^distinguishable from Dominion Status,
as it came to be called later. The Extremists, on the other
hand, wanted Swaraj or as Mahatma Gandhi preferred to
cafl it later, Puma Swaraj. The concept of Swaraj was, how-
ever, not defined clearly, until the controversy in the late
twenties of the twentieth century between Dominion status

